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BSA FRONT WHEEL DRIVE THREE AND FOUR-WHEEL CARS 
 

Manufacturer:  BSA Cycles Ltd., Small Heath, Birmingham 
 

 
It is only in recent years that the concept of front 

wheel drive in cars has become popularly acceptable.  

The problems associated with front wheel drive have, 

to a large extent, been satisfactorily solved in recent 

years, overcoming the problems faced by pre 1940 

designers.  The concept of front wheel drive has been 

with us since the early days of motoring, in those days 

there was no guaranteed "way to do it".  Obviously car 

manufacturers soon realised that it was preferable to 

steer with the front wheels, this automatically led to 

rear wheel driving. 

 
In the mid 1920's the BSA Co. no doubt examined 

alternative layouts when deciding to enter the light car 

three-wheeler market to take the place of the 1920 

BSA V Twin Light Car.  Two wheels at the front with 

a driven back wheel meant motorcycle type assembly.  

FWD offered an easily detachable rear wheel and no 

oily chains. 

 

In December 1929 the BSA three-wheeler, appeared 

on the market with innovations for a small car, such as 

reverse gear, electric start and full weather protection 
as well as FWD.  Also Independent Front Suspension 

was another benefit from FWD.  The engine in the 

BSA Three-wheeler was a Hotchkiss designed 90 

degree air-cooled V-twin (1021cc), mounted across 

the car and driven through a cork clutch and 

conventional gear box to a differential midway 

between the front wheels.  Final drive was by shaft, 

flexible coupling and Hooke Joints at the front wheels. 

 

 

 
 

 

The 1930 BSA Three-wheeler was introduced with 

two models, a sports and a tourer and a family four 

model in 1931.  In 1932 there were four models, 

Standard, Family, Sports and Special Sports, and  

 
 

 
shock absorbers were added.  In 1931 BSA foresaw a 

market for a light four-wheel car and in that autumn 

introduced a four-wheel version of the trike - not many 

were built; another short lived model, in 1931, was the 

van version of the three-wheeler. 

 

In 1932 a more ambitious V Twin four-wheeler 

followed the T9 Open Four-seater Tourer powered by 

a four-cylinder 9HP engine (1075cc) for which a van 

version was also produced.  The T9 was a pleasant car 

but had severe weight problems and ceased production 

in 1933.  The 1933 three-wheeler was much improved 
with the 9HP four-cylinder engine and a restyled body, 

the V-Twin continued in production until 1936. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

BSA efforts in producing a successful four-wheel 

FWD car culminated in the Scout introduced in 1935 - 

a two seater with the 9HP engine.   

 
The Scout sold well and BSA introduced a 10HP 

engine (1204cc).  This appeared as the Series 2 (two 

seater 1935) and Series 3 (four seater, and Colupe 

1935).  In 1936 there were five basic models available 

(Series 4) - two sear, two seat deluxe, four seat, four 

seat deluxe and Coupe. 

 

The 1938 Series 5 Scout featured 12V electrics and 

minor styling changes.  In the final year of Scout 

production (1939) The Scout had easy clean wheels 

and three-bearing crank shaft, and appeared in two 

seat, four seater, Coupe and Saloon form.  Just prior to 
the war a two seat drop head Coupe version appeared 

of which only 14 were produced (only one is known to 

exist).   

 

The Series 7 Scout, with a four speed gearbox and 

other modifications, was to be produced in 1940 but its 

launch was halted by the rising war effort.   
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BSA produced a number of "special" sport versions of 

both the Trikes and the Scout throughout this period 

and chassis were also sold to specialist body 

companies.  These included Carbodies and others. 

 

 
 
 

After the war production of the scout was not restarted 

and thus died the first mass produced pre-war British 

FWD car. 

 

BSA produced approximately 10,000 three and four 

wheel FWD cars over a ten year period.   The cars were 

exported throughout the world and in particular to 

Commonwealth countries.  Two cars are known to 

have been exported to Poland before Sept 1938 and one 

of these cars still survives.   

 
If we were to honour one man with the credit for 

designing the Trike that man would be Frederick 

William Hulse.  General Manager at Small Heath in the 

late 1920's, Hulse's interest in light cars can be traced 

back to the beginning of automobile engineering in 

Coventry.  Through a series of developments, which 

including the 1920's BSA rear wheel drive V Twin, 

Fred Hulse's ultimate development was the UK's first 

practical low cost FWD car, the BSA Trike. 

 

 

 
 
The BSA Trike was possibly the world’s first mass 
produced FWD car (five years earlier than Citroen) 

and a significant pointer to what is accepted as "the 

norm" today.   

 

The BSA FWD Club represents some 230 owners of 

BSA Trikes, Scouts, FW-32, T-9’s and RWD cars 

spread throughout the world.   
 

Members are to be found in most European countries, 

the USA, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. 

Club members receive a monthly magazine entitled 

'Front Wheels' which covers rally reports, technical 

matters, register reports and historical subjects.   

 

Some 580 BSA FWD vehicles are known to survive 

and more continue to turn up each year.   

 

We are a relatively small club, with members spread 

across the world, the club magazine and our 
participation at events such as the Beaulieu 

Autojumble, which attracts club members from across 

the world, is important to our membership. 

 

The club provides its members with a broad range of 

services including an extensive new and second hand 

spares service.  The club also holds a unique archive of 

ex-factory drawings. The surviving drawings, which 

cover all models, include both mechanical and body 

parts allowing parts to be made to the original drawings 

and the correct material specification or better.  
 


