
BSA Front Wheel Drive Club            2019 National Rally 

 

Next year it will be ninety years since the BSA Company launched the BSA Front 

wheel drive (FWD) three-wheeler in 1929.  To mark the occasion we will be holding a 

special national rally at The British Motor Museum, Gaydon on the 6 and 7
th

 July 2019.   

 

In the 1920’s front wheel drive motoring was restricted to a small group of 

manufacturers, producing cars in relatively small production runs and some cases very 

expensive cars.  The FWD Alvis was the first UK FWD car to be produced. 

 

 
Photograph of one of the very early Three Wheeler (Peter Cook Collection) 

 

BSA introduced their new FWD three wheeler in late 1929 at the annual Motor Cycle 

show.  Compared with three wheel competitors available at the time the BSA offered 

a number of innovations such as a reverse gear, electric start and full weather 

protection. Independent front suspension was another benefit resulting from the FWD 

layout and "The Motor Cycle" magazine of the day said "The details of this vehicle 

are of such interest that it may be said to mark a milestone in the history of the light 

runabout". 

 

The BSA three-wheeler represented the first serious attempt at volume production of a 

low cost FWD car in the UK and possibly the world.  To the men and women of BSA 

goes the credit of designing and producing some 10,000 three and four wheel FWD cars 

from 1929 through to 1939.   

 

Today the BSA FWD Club looks after the interests of the owners of the FWD and 

RWD BSA cars produced in the 1920 and 30’s.  The club has some 220 members 

spread throughout the world.  Members are to be found in most European countries, 

the USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and we recently acquired our 

first member from Zimbabwe.   

 

The BSA FWD Club holds a national rally annually, which attracts members and cars 

from the UK and overseas.  We hope the 2019 national rally will attract over 60 cars 

covering the whole range of BSA cars produced from the 1920 through to 1939.  You 

are welcome to attend.  For more information contact Peter Cook Chairman of the 

BSA FWD club on peter@cookbsa.com.   
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